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off so easily. The denunciation against 
him is dreadful; but so obscurely expres- 
sed, that I cannot,at present tell, whether 
Crito means to get into the publisher's 
company, and try to get him to touch his 
coat; then sWear against him, and get him 
sent to Carrickfergus for six months, and 
then kept until he shall give security to 
publish no more Magazines, in which one 
word of truth, knowledge, or useful in- 
formation can be found. 

The heat of your fancy took a very un- 
usual flight in its disinterment of Quail. 
The designing part was fine; but the co- 
louring was so clumsily laid on, that the Ii- 
gure became hideously ridiculous. You 
know well enough that such things are 
done every night in London, and even in 
auld Reekie, without bringing a particle of 

disgraceful character on either of the 
places. As likewise that a lodge of Resur- 
rection-men has been formed in Brown's 
Square, who sold this dead body to four 

young Chirurgeons for dissection. It 
was to be delivered on the ruins of the 
bridge now falling to pieces on the 

Lxgan; this was ith ir first essay ; the purchkAserr 
were likewise novices, and the splash of 
a lighterman's pole in the tide, frightened 
away all the parties, except the subject in 
the coffin. Next time your fancy takes 
flight, I hope you will light upon a better 
subject. 

You may rely on it Mr. Editor, that 
the orgies a-la-mode de Armagh of 12th 
July last, and the consequent proceedings, 
have brought more disgrace upon the 
town of Belfast, than if the aforesaid 
grand lod,;e of resurrection-men would 
" burst the cerements" of every cell in this 
cemetry, and 

,deposite 
the contents thereof 

even on the great bridge by which you 
co9le into town from Scotland. 

A. A. P. 
Friar's-Busl, 10th March, 1813. 

MONTHLY RETOMI'PE'CT OF POLITICS. 

IT wiil perhaps appear ar Irish 
way of beginning a Retrosp-ct, 

yet, we are tempted to exclaim, 
what then will come of all this se- 
cret tegotiation in the cabinet, and 
this continued fighting, at the same 
time, in the field; this strange and 
unprecedented medley of pens, and 
of pikes; of Cossacs scouring the 
country, and couriers encountered 
by Cossacs; of diplomatic courtesits 
alternating with the roar of artil- 
lery ? Wili the issue of all this, be 
an increase of freedom and happi- 
ness to the people, or will it termi- 
nate merely in an angymentation of 

arbitrary power in the rulers of the 
people? can the past, in this point, 
(perhaps the chief point worth con- 
sideration,) reflect any radiance on 
the obscurity of the future Destiny, 
terrific maid, holds the balance It 
now vibrates in her hand ; which of 
the scales will finally preponderate, 
that which holds popular right or 
that which contains sovereign power ? 

Will the personal character of an 
ambitious 

inloividiiia (and such, say 
what we will, is, almost always, 
the pivot of public affairs.) not only 
keep) the great nation he governs in 
constant agitation, mingling his own 
mind with the mighty mass, and 
thus heating it up to that lowing 
point which makes it perfectly mal- 
ieab!le to all his purposes; but will 
he also extend the same mind abroad 
in every direction, or, which amounts 
to the same thing in eftlct, will he 
inspire the different sovereigns of 
Europe with tentdencies and disposi- 
tions similar to his own, and equally 
hostile to human happiness; enlist- 
ing them, as it were, for ltie, into 
the military vocation, attiractinog 
them by the influence of that fashion 
which has already led so many mon- 
archs from their fites and firesides, 
and carried even the Czar of MImsco- 
voy, from the care of his own em- 
pire, in a dashing excursion, as far 
as Fountainbleau. 
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Napoleon, though deemed the 
common enemy, may yet have 
given the ton to the coterie of kings, 
and their apparent successes may 
keep) up the taste, or, more truly 
speaking, the rage, which halloos,, 
and hunts the one half of mankind 
to butcher the other. A taste for war, 
like a taste for gambling, may soon 
become necessary to deliver the high 
and mighty potentates of this earth 
from the languor and irksomeness of 
situations, where nothing is left to 
wish for; and which they may deem 
wellexchanged tfir the spirit-stirring, 
yet anxious enjoyments affobrded by 
the incidents of a campaign. 

Charles Ill. of Spain boasted to 
a foreign ambassador, that he had 
killed, with his own hand, 539 
wolves, and 5323 foxes, "so that 
ron see," said he, with a smile, "' my 

diversion has not been useless to my 
country," And happy indeed, com- 
paratively happy, is that country 
where the sovereigns spend their 
days, as hereditary huntsmen of 
noxious animals, the leading feature 
of the Spanish monarchs. Happy, 
if the amusements of sovereigns take 
no turn more carnivorous, and, if 
their prevailing passion will not be 
to keep up the royal hunt, which 
Nimrod first began, that savage sport 
which breeds up human hounds 
to join in the chace, and makes fa- 
mine, sword, and fire, leashed to- 
get her, "crouch for employ meat.' 

For, in tru-h, the clay is not more 
workabl in the hands of the potter, 
than most, if not all, the nations of 
Europe appear to be in the hands 
of the ruling potentates, whose pre. 
valent turn of mind, whatever it may 
be, foams and fashions the conduct 
of the mass to the propensities of the 
individual. If those propensities 
happen to take a martial direction, 
the whole powers, and capacities, 
the whole thoughts and inclinations 
of the people are quickly made i[- 

strumental to the morale and the 
materiel of the military cast. This 
cast influences not only the 
whole agency of the state, but 
changes almost entirely the manners 
of the multitude, that is to say, their 
morals, for whether the fact be com- 
fortless, or consoling, it is the fact, 
that the people en masse, display 
throughout Europe, a passive inert- 
ness which receives and retains irm- 
pressions of whatever kind, and im- 
pulse in whatever direction, with a 
facility antd indifference which is 
truly astonishing. 

Will then the continent of Europe 
come to be considered as a large 
board, for the diversion of its differ- 
ent potentates at Polish draughts, un- 
til intoxicated by. temporary suc- 
cesses, they become so desperately 
food of the game, as to squander a- 
way the permanent fire-side happi- 
ness of their people for the love of 
conquest, and the speculation 9f add- 
ing territory to territory ? The spirit of 
conquest never cultivates what it has, 
nor seeks for the riches of its own 
territories, but finds in the event that 
a large accession of dominion is a 
source of insecurity, rather than an 
accession of real power. The ag. 
grandizements of Napoleon have 
been his ruin ; and the Rhenish con, 
federation, the occupation of the 
Prussian fortresses, the iron crown 
of Italy, and the temporary sub- 
jection of the Spanish peninsula, 
have in their consequences, through 
the desertions and defections which 
naturally take place on a re- 
verse of fortune, in members of an 
Empire so loosely jointed, and im- 
perfectly assimilated, those acquisi- 
tions of military adventure, brought 
with them a false sense of security, 
.and thus have, in reality, brought in. 
to itmminent jeopardy his own King- 
dom, anti his own Crown. 

It is not the vulgar, venal tongue 
or pein, which will prevent us from 

IELFAST MIAG. 110, NOL'vi. I 



244 Monthly Retrospect of Politics. [NMarch, 
saying that he defends both heroic- 
ally. Deserted by his allies in the 
hour of battle, (such is the public ho- 
nour of military commanders,)wretch- 
edly seconded by those sovereigns of 
paste-board, his two paltry brothers, 
Joseph and Jerome, (while his poet- 
ic brother, Lucien, is giving a 
masqued ball and supper to the 
neighbourhood of Taunton, at the 
very time Napoleon is fighting for 
his crown, and his people,) abandon- 
ed by all, by the sovereigns he had 
made, and by the sovereigns he had 
saved, evtn betrayed by the very le- 
gislative body, which ought to have 
roused an invqded country to the 
most desperate resistance, he disdains 
to compromise with the hostile pow. 
ers, or to degrade himself by an ar- 
mistice while the enemy remains in 
the territory of France. A hero 
is not less hleroic, during the period 
of adversity; and we can never call 
him a tyrant, to whom the great 
mass of the people adheres, in his 
greatest misfortunes. 

Will then the coalesced powers 
take warning from this signal exam- 
pie of the instability of fortune, and 
Will the spirit of conquest contract 
itself into the legitimate causes of 
war ? That there are such causes, 
no one will deny ; but we will as- 
sert, that the more mankind is ad-. 
vanced in knowledge, ard civiliza- 
tion, the fewer occasions there will 
be of recurring to this (in its origi- 
nal,) most savage mode of settle- 
ment, and in its constant recurrence, 
the most disgraceful reproach of the 
Christian world, whether sovereigns 
or subjects act as principals, or acces- 
saries. Will not the last twenty 
years afford a sufficient trial of this 
mode of meliorating the condition of 
mankind ; and will the monarchs of 
Europe, from an ocular inspection 
of the miseries of war, and instructed 
by the striking mutation of human 
.fia:rs in the highest, even more than 

in the lowest situations ? Will they 
return to their capitals, with the fix- 
ed determination of keeping out the 
revolutionary torrent, by connecting 
the sovereign authority more close- 
ly with the rights, and with the hap- 
piness of the people? Will they 
come so far from home, as Frankfort, 
to give lectures on the principles of 
public law, and the rightful inde. 
pendence of nations ; and, after hav- 
ing been thus nobly supported by 
the rpe)ple in this arduous contest, 
will ihey retire to their homes, with- 
out the least marks of grateful re- 
turni or the scrvices of that people, 
or any recognition of those political 
rights, and that individual indepen. 
dence, which is the guarantee of per. 
manent tranquillity, and the strong- 
est support of legitimate authority, 
founded, as it ought to be, on coni- 
mon utility ? 

We think, that from the period 
when France was invaded, the spirit 
of conquest, and the wish of aggran- 
d;zemeiit, migrated from the breast 
of Napoleon to that of the coalition, 
the diseased and dropsical desire of 
extending the 'surface of an Empire, 
rather than addiTng to its solid con- 
tents. How small an extent of this 
globe has yielded " ample room and 
verge enough" for the greatest a. 
chievements, and works that give to 
man his terrestrial immortality ! 
What an immense superficies is con- 
demned to a Siberian utnproductive. 
ness, while the ruling powers, not 
looking to make the most of what 
they possess, are devising means of 
partitioning other countries, and 
augmenting mnch, by the addition 
of much more. We have great doubt, 
whether the partition of France 
would contribute to the deliverance 
of Europe, the present watch-word 
of the war, or to that national inde- 
pendence, which is held out as the 
great object of the European confe. 
deration. The deliverance of Eu. 
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rope will be best effected by peace, 
that just and necessary peace, which 
will develope all the capabilities of 
all countries, without a predomi- 
nance in any, either mercantile or 
military, which must obstruct the 
gifts of nature, or the advantages of 
geographical situation. The deliver- 
ance of Europe will be best effected 
by that countenance and protection 
given to political snd persona! liber. 
ty, and that reverence to freedom of 
conscience which in the internal ad- 
ministration of a country, gives it 
permanent tranquillity, as well as 
the strongest degree of external pow- 
er. The deliverance of Europe will 
not be effected by the spirit of con- 
quest succeeding the spirit of revo- 
lution, and enormous masses of mo- 
narchy growing still greater by ac- 
cessions of ter'ritory, and new parti- 
tions of the continent of Europe. 

We have neither the ability nor 
the inclination to give a diary of the 
campaign. The accounts on both 
sides are perhaps designedly defec- 
tive in distinctness and precision. 
The allied forces have justified the 
violence and encroachment of the 
French Emperor, by acting upon his 
plan; and such is the morality of 
the leagues which princes form, and 
the mutability of their manifestoes, 
they now have resolved to reduce an 
independent people to a compulsory 
choice of their sovereign. Sound 
policy as well as public morality, 
seemed to require that the public 
declaration of the Prince Regent to 
Parliament, and the authorized pro. 
clamation of the Allies, should not 
be falsified by any subsequent acts 
at variance with opinions and pro- 
mises sosolemnly promulgated. We 
are still slow to believe that the 
Crown Prince of Sweden will ever 
set a hostile foot upon the breast of 
his mother coufktrvy. No deputy on 
his part was nominated to negottate 

an armistice; and we think, that in 
his correspondence with his son, Os- 
car, it would form a strange lesson ia 
morality and natural atfection, to 
say, " On such a day, my dear 
son, we entered France, laid waste 
the country that cradled and che- 
rished your father, sacked several 
towns, put the inhabitants to the 
sword, and illustrated, by several 
brilliant conflagrations, the deep. 
seated regard we bear to the land of 
our nativity, and to the first maket of 
our fortunes." 

The allied armies have invaded 
France on a broad line of operation. 
Instead of concentrating their for. 
ces, or advancing in a single direc- 
tion, where one army might be rea- 
dy to support the deleat, or follow 
up the success of another, they have 
advanced from different and distant 
points; and although they have 
found it more difficult, on this ac- 
count, to act in combination, yet 
Bonaparte has thus been obliged to 
march alternately against each, with- 
out being enabled, as it seems, to 
leave in the meantime a force suffi. 
cient to prevent the advance of the 
other. Various actions have been 
fought with various success, bnt 
none of that decisive nature 'which 
would determine a retreat across the 
Rhine, or on the other hand, would 
decide the fate of the capital. The 
French have been generally success. 

'ful, but still the state of the cam- 
paign seems to be nearly equally 
balanced. Towns are taken and rei 
taken ; armies advance, retrograde, 
and then agaiu advance. The Al- 
lies have failed in their coup-de-main 
against Paris; but, on the other 
hand, Napoleon has, in his turn, 
been unsuccessful in his attempts ef. 
fectually to break, and entirely to 
separate, the Silesian and Austriair 
armies. He is compelled to resort 
to the must hataspsing movements, 
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From point to-point, in order to pre- 
vent them from again advancing, 
and to save his capital. 

Napoleon appears to feel strong 
in the attachment of the French 
people. He issues decrees against 
all Frenchmen wearing badges of 
the " ancient Dynasty." and exe- 
cutes persons in consequence of such 
treason. He directs the people, 
without waiting for the command of 
municipal authorities, to use every 
means of hostility against the in- 
vaders, and on the whole, it may 
be suspected, that if the allies de- 
manded an armistice merely as a 
" ruse de guerre," (in plain English, 
a breach of honour, for a particular 
purpose,) he also may have his de- 
sign of drawing on the allied for. 
ces, and holding them in perilous 
uncertainty, until his numerous re- 
inforcements enable him to strike a 
decisive -blow, like that of Auster. 
litz or Jena. If, however, Lord 
Wellington, taking advantage of the 
reduction of Soult's army, and after 
accomplishing the passage of the 
Adour, should advance to Toulouse, 
and be in time to co-operate with 
the allied armies, it will require all 
the power and generalship of Bo- 
naparte, to resist the comprehensive 
and extended operation. 

In the-mean time, however, it ap. 
pears that the communication be- 
tween the armies of Blucher and 
Schwartzenberg is kept up with dif- 
ficulty, and that the former, in his 
advance from Soissons to Meaux, (on. 
ly 

25.miles 
north of Paris,) is in dan. 

ger of being cut onl; which would 
necessarily occasion a speedy retreat 
of theAustrian army across theRhine. 
In that position, Bonaparte might, 
with honour, assent to the prelimi- 
naries of peace, which can scarcely 
be negotiated with a hope of suc- 
cess, while the allied armies keep 
theirstation in the heart of his coun. 
try. iNo treaty is to be made when 

the boarders come up the quarter- 
deck, but there must happen either 
retreat on the one side, or surrender 
on the other. When the Allies 
came to the Rhine, there was then 
that equiponderance of power in 
the belligerents, and, we hoped, that 
equanimity in the use of it, which, 
of themselves, supplied a virtual 
basis for successful negotiation; but 
the moment when France was in. 
vaded, a number of other motives, 
a number of other interests, politic 
cal and personal, interposed, to pre- 
vent all chance of immediate accom- 
modation. Then the Bourbons were 
to be brought forth, who were 
screened before from the public eye, 
and a change of Dynasty was to 
be accomplished in France, not by 
any recurrence to the will of the 
People, but by the force of arms; 
The very principles of national in- 
dependence which the allies promul- 
gated at Frankfort, they are now 
fighting to destroy ; and after hav. 
ing found it impracticable to separate 
the people of France from their sove- 
reign, by assuming a conciliatory 
tone of morality and magnanimhous 
regard to the rights of nations, they 
are now putting their own previous 
good fortunes to extreme hazard of 
a fatal reverse, by the trial of sub. 
jugating the independent nation of 
France, as well as of conquering its 
sovereign, legitimated by the choice 
of the people, both in success and 
misfortune. 

It is now confidently said, that a 
decisive victory has been obtained 
by Marshal Blucher, at Laon, on 
the 8tb inst., who had there concen- 
trated the Prussian and Russian for- 
ces, and who was no; only success- 
ful in the general engagement, but 
in several succeeding contests, in 
consetquence of which an advance 
was made to not more than four miles 
from Paris; while the Austrian corps 
d'armie under Prince Schwartzea. 
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berg had defeated the Frinoch gene- 
ral Oudinot, and was pushing for. 
ward with rapidity to Paris. The 
Paris papers to the 13th, are silent 
upon these great successes of the 
Allies on the 8th, but they seem to 
forebode an immediate attack of the 
capital, and endeavodr (as well as 
they can) to animate the inhabitants 
to a determination to rescue them- 
selves from pillage, conflagration, 
and death. 

It appears, on the whole, that the 
allied troops are at least equal to 
their opponents in bravery and dis- 
cipline, and that the event of the 
campaign has ben attributable to the 
superiority of numerical force, and 
the irresistible and continued im.- 
pulse of those enormous masses of 
men, whose losses are always speedi. 
ly supplied from great depots of re- 
serve, and which, however obliged 
to retrograde for a little, are 
soon so fully re-inforced as to move 
forward with resistless momentum 
to the accomplishment of their pur- 
pose. ,Never since the fall of the 
Roman Empire, when the North of 
Europe- poured down upon the South, 
did such hosts, or hordes, of armed 
men, oppress the earth; and although 
actual combatants cannot be suppos. ed to have any sympathy in the 
miseries of invasion, yet we think 
that the citizen-people, even in these 
kingdoms, trained as they have been 
in sentiments of hostility, must feel 
some compunctions of humanity for 
the miseries now endured by another 
citizen-people, separated only by a 
narrow channel ; particularly on re- 
flecting that, in the mutability of 
fortune, the same dreadful visitations 
may be experienced by every me. 
tropolis in Europe. 

It vet remains to be seen, whe- 
therthe French revolution or the im- 
pending cohqtest of France will oc- 
casion most injury to the 

liberty.and happiness of tmUlope,. This invasion 

(and whether it will end in coMquesD is still uncertain,) proceeds upon the 

acknowltgeged principles of ven- 
geanoe, and of retaliation ; and Rus- 
sians declare " that if Frenchmen 
will not repair to their standard, or 
if they will show any signs of hosti- 
lity even to Cossacs, their houses 
shall be destroyed, and the inhabi- 
tants treated as traitors and robbers s" 
Such is the new interpretation of the 
Frankfort manifesto, when Cossacs 
become the expounders of the law 
of nations! But all is satisfactorily 
reconciled to the parties concerned, 
by the phrase "ruse de guerre 1" 
Thus the declaration of such high- 
toned morality, and regard to na- 
tional independence turns out to 
have been nothitng but a " ruse de 
guerre !"-the proposition of an ar- 
mnistice made by the allied generals, 
another " ruse de guerre.!"-.the 
compliments and expressions of 
friendship made by Alexander to 
Caulaincourt, another " ruse de 
guerre !" In short, Napoleon seems 
to have adopted no other mode but 
fighting openly and incessantly in 
the field, while the allied, forces 
make use of every small artifice to 
blind and mislead, along with their 
grand manoeuvres. The negotia. 
tions for peace still go on, and the 
victories of the allies are ostentatious. 
ly set forth, possiibly with a view 
of terminating the war with eclat ; 
for until Paris itself be ermcpied 
by Rossians, Prussians and Aus- 
trians, we shall entertain doebts of 
the extent of these victories eahibit- 
ed in the public prints. 

An attempt to take Bergen-op. 
zoom, one of the strongest places i3 
Europe, by storm, 'has met with a 
most unfortunate 

terminatish, 
1-t is 

said that our troops were raw and 
unexperienced, ttaalv 

unqualified for such a difficult and daagerous 
operation ; yt, had they been se- 
coaded :by ulow's corps, (whickh 
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departed for France, leaving the 
strong places essential to the safety 
of 

oHolland 
in the hands of the 

Frencbo) a very different result 
might have been expected. 

The new constitution for Holland, 
which professes to fix the indepen- 
dence, popular and political, of the 
country, emanates entirelv from the 
Sovereign Prince of the Nether- 
lands, and is determined to be a he. 
reditary moftnazchy, without any 
convocation of the representatives of 
the people. An assembly is to be 
chosen by a special commission from 
the sovereign, and the people, if 
they chuse the invidious task, may 
object to the appointment: a ne. 
gative*freedom, at the best. 

We would, most willingly, look 
forward to peace abroad, as being 
with its others blessings, auspicious 
to tranquillity at home, through the 
measure of Catholic Emancipation, 
so necessary to the integrity, the 
happiness, and if we may say so, 
the independent unity of the British 
Empire; not the less one (0 believe 
it!) in the form or powers of govern- 
ment, because political liberty, in 
due proportion, is made to reach e- 
very individual of a people; not 
the Icas one because a liberty 
spreading only among partitular 
branches, and aggravating the mis- 
fortune of those who are depriv- 
ed of it, may be lessened, and- 
well exchanged, for that general se- 
curity -and satisfaction, which are 
the great ends of all civil institu- 
tions, and which, in fact, form the 
only soil where the natural fruits of 
liberty can grow, vjz. riches, plenty, 
national education, learning, and 
all the liberal arts. Political liberty 
is not a luxury intended for the 
rich, but it is absolutely necessary 
to a competent enjoyment of the 
conveniencies of life, to that ease 
and plenty, which, in all ranks, 
must precede, not only improve. 

ment in arts and learning, but even 
moral melioration. Political degra. 
dation, and, in consequence, pover. 
ty and want, among tuie lower orders, 
have been the true sources of igno. 
rance and barbarity in this,* as in 
other countries, and political dis. 
tinctions among the higher orders, 
is not the English constitution, but 
despotism under a masque. 

During war, a military rule, in 
greater or less degree, reigns 
throughout the whole public policy, 
and thus may conceal the. opprobri- 
um of civil exclusions% but on the 
recurrence of peace, the important 
distinction will manifest itself is all 

*We have just seen a compend of the 
History of Ireland, written by John Law. 
less, esq. a zealous and active member of 
the Catholic Board. We acknowledge, 
that it is, with reluctance, we look back 
in particular to Irish hiatory. We feel 
somewhat of the same instinctive antipathy 
which we see expressed by animals, when 
they are driven into the slaughterhouse, 
and start back with involuntary horror, 
In this charnel-house of sufferings and 
crimes, we view human nature with alter- 
nate terror and indignation. Yet he who 
reads Leland and Temple, is, in painful 
duty, bound to read Currie and Lawless. 
Until that rare, and, perhaps, we may say, 
monstrous phenomenon arise, who can 
write the history of Ireland with an indif* 
ference and impartiality, impassive to the 
best feelings of country and of kind, it may 
be the best resource to read authors of 
opposite parties, and to extract the average 
of truth from the contrast or the com- 
parison. Mr. Lawless has certainly not a 
little of the vehemence of diction, character. 
istic to Irish authors, but his representa- 
tion of facts is absolutely necessary to pre. 
serve a balance of justice. in the perusal of 
this revolting history, the shame of mo- 
dern times, and the savagery of boasted 
civilization. Notwithstanding the afore- 
said repugnancy, which, at this period, 
particularly, would incline us to look for. 
ward to peace, and unity, and concord, 
rather than rake up the ashes of scarcely 
extinguished conflagration, we shall pro. 
bably take an opportunity of making 
some farther remarks on this ardent pro- 
duction. 
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its deformity, and the inv idious com. 
parison constantly before the eyes, 
will distract society, and make peace 
fruitiess a4d unproductive, unless the 
legislature (as we trust will be the 
case) is resolved, really to unite,. 
and permanently to consolidate the 
British Islands, into one continent of 
free constitution. 

When peace therefpre, arrives, 
the legislature will, we trust, be at 
leisure to consult the genius and jus- 
tice of the English constitution, and 
by an impartial distribution of its 
privileges, give that productiveness 
to every part of the British Empire, 
which is so much wanted, to heal 
the wounds of war, and even to bear 
the unexampled burthens which will 
be laid upon the people in conse. 
quence of war. We doubt not 
that Parliament will take the case 
of the Catholics of Irelaud-into their 
grave and instant consideration. 
With respect to our suggesions of 
having a plea made for the Catholic 
claims, at the bar as well as in the 
body of the house, we are instructed 
by a patriotic and popular print 
(whose expression of its own merits, 
is, however, so great, as to super- 
cede any necessity, on our part, of 
higher commendation) that the 
house is not in the habit of hearing 
lawyers at their bar, speaking a. 
gainst the existing law, but only on 
the provisionh of hills in "transitu," 
or in their passage into law. This 
may be the case; yet certainly 
the bill of emancipation, or of re, 
lief, rpust, like other bills, have 
its different stages in its progress to 
law, and if advantage could be 
taken, in any part of 

this. 
progress, 

so that such men a~ Curraa, itrough. 
am, Jlffery, and Finlay, for Pro, 
testant advocates,, antd. 

O'Connell, 
Scully, and OGorman, as Catholic 
advocates, could be heard before the 
oational assembly, either in expla, 
nation, elucidation, or justification 

of the bill in general, r.any of its 
provisions, we should venture to 
designate the occasion as 

moat hap. 
py, for essentially serving this coun. 
try, as well as securing their own 
immortal glory. 

It is stated, that early on the 
meeting of parliament, the Lrish 
secretary is to intrqduce a hbill i 
the purpose of amehding the can. 
vention act, by which no m'eting, 
whether aggregate or pot, shall 1? 
deemed a legal assembly, unless the 
sheriff of the bailiwiic, or a plag; trate presides. So xhat n1 public 
assemblies, and of course the 
lic Board, must meet under 4epen~ 
alty of a misdemeanour, unless-4q 
cotform to those provip;ps 9$41 
intended bill. The Cathic ,Ooaord 
is therefore near to t4i period ofits 
dissolution, and the r ( pe.tit~ 
ing must be exercised f.rw iA.oi 
ualt to individual suscgribers, qr 
der the strict superiptaadee of a 
magistracy more or Aps, updbarth influence of the crown.,- ' .s,19og4# 
it is possible to petitisqs, let ptpion 
be made, and if othgr fight~ ,l 
withheld, let the Catholics cliing 
to the sole and sacred m igbht of 
those that suffer. 

The Board has eea. 
g.amrafqr,4 the Catholic character 

;u4cnt, 
iwl 

impassioned; warrn i4 its #t8iE 
ments, and frank evc;ia 14 eripe 
ties; honest and c4ndid , t.P whlgW 
of its proceedings,; coprtipg M 
light, and fearlesswf 'igno;igatiug with a strong sesptpf tji ncesP ~ 
of political privilegqs A, ~beirUtup 
extent, to the right. - a a4 11RP 
enjoyment of either civil free. 
or religious 

independeenqe As ip all descriputipo of rejliicq 
there is to be found a 

i4ayze: OiAN 
ordinate zlwich, which, bordering on 
Aenrhsiasmn becomes sealf, pE 

sufficient, 
irtolerant,g,ad 

pexlu4iv4 
it is not t, bp woPo4rerd t, .4 some oQ this pride and presIwnption, 
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the offspring of ignorance joined to 
a heated imagination, and too often 
instigated in secret by priestly pow. 
er, has been displayed in the Board, 
and' thus been reflected to a great 
distance, and to the great rejoicing 
of their enemies, from this mirror 
of the Catholic mind. But we do 
most sincerely rejoice, that the ma- 
jority of that Board have always 
acted so as not- to supply a strong 
argument to their most embittered 
enemies; and have spoken so, as to 
hare clearly proved to- Parliament 
and their fellow-citizens, that, in 
being devoted'to their own mode of 
iditsbippi'g ithe common Father of 

as il, they do not encourage senti- 
mnents 6f "enmity and exclusion a- 
gaifbst those who are attached to o. 
their mrdes'of tendering themselves 
acceptable" children, and that after 
their ownusad :experience upon earth, 
the Catholics of' Ireland have no 
with to introduce a penal code into 
H'eaven, even thobgh it were in 
their own 

favou-. We disclaim the doctrine that acts 
upon any 'proud primogeniture of 
reiwion; and we 'welr recollect that 
Chrst poititd to the miscellaneous 
crowd when he said, " Lo! myo in-. 
ther, 'andd dx brethren 

." 
Ihdeed 

wo convinced we are of the maniftld 
corruptions iCf Ohristianity, ancient 
as well 

"as"modetn, 
that we doubt 

not there *night be a discipline and 
doctrhie :mdre conformable to the 
ptecepts ald practice of its Author,5 
than any that' have yet appeared, 
eithet as 'seCt or establishment, 
upon tht fatie of the globe. Un. 
ears the 'Catholics of Ireland 

respect and even reverence the 
rights of conscience in all, we 
shodtd believe (what we do not be- 
lieve) that they wish to rise to Hea. 
ven, inflated by an inflammable 
spirit or gas, which renders thei as- 
cent 

precarious,s and - should it ex- 
plode, the downfal certain and tre- 

mendous. It was, we shall ever 
think it, the most untimely and 
unfortunate event, to intrude upon 
the great topic of political freedom, 
the theological o' odia" attendant 
upon disquisitions into the antiquity, 
the merits, the future stability of 
the Catholic and Protestant churches; 
and we think it to have been most 
obligatory on the Catholic Board to 
disavow such sentiments, as must 
.necessarily involve their civil and re- 
ligious concerns into inextricable 
confbsion, even though such senti- 
ments were uttered (or rather pub. 
lished afterwards) by one of their 
own body, particularly if they had 
reason to conclude that the indlivid. 
aal was the spokesman or the pen- 
man of a party. 

The Catholic Board cannot resign 
their trust but to the aggregate meet- 
ing of the people which appointed 
them ; -but whether it may not sus- 
pend its meetings, during the sitting 
of Parliament, after having previous, 
ly appointed a conimission to super- 
intend the progress, and report the 
event 6f the petition, it is left 
to their prudence (a virtue con- 
sistent with the most inflexible pa- 
triotism,) to determine. There are 
some' occasions, and particular times, 
when the Catholic affairs might pos- 
sibly be better served by a con. 
densation of the Board into a com- 
mittee, particularly and precisely in- 
structed; and whether the present 
be not such a time, or whether they 
ought to wait till the law is made 
which is to carry 'the stroke of dis- 
solution, is a subject maturely to-be 
considered. 

Meanwhile the Catholic Boa dd is 
assailed from all qparters, high 9and 
low, preparatory to the grand at- 
tack; before the heavy artillery be- 
gin to play, the light armed troops, 
and the sharp-shooters advance, 
charging, and discharging as fast as 
they are able. How many men 
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have made their fortunes upon the 
misfortunes of Ireland F How many 
men, particularly in one profession, 
have watched the signs of the times, 
and speculated to great 'personil 
advantage, by descending from 
time to time, to mix in the arena of 
partyy; and from a dignified situa- 
tion, which was designed by the 
constitution, to -be kept in a high 
and Shallo wed seclusion, (until called 
'Wpon by the duties of its place) from 
such a situation, how many haive 
been disposed to join in the friay of 
factions, to invert the order, and 
confound the distinctions of office- 
to give political lectures; and thu's 
prejudicate the judgment of the 
country How many individuals 
have by the use of such means, 
strangely and unexpectedly been 
uplifted in the surging smoke of oc. 
casional politics, from the low ground 
which nature had assigned them, 
" thence many a league, as in a 
cloudy chair, riding audaciotis, till 
that seat 1soon failing, all unawares, 
fluttering their pennons vain, plumb 
down they drop, and to this hour 
down had been f4ling, had not the 
strong 'rebuff of somte thmultuous 
cloud, instinct with Ie aod -nitre, 
hurried them as many tiles aloft," 
So it has been in our'renembrance, 
with many who owe their fits of 
elevation, and guits of good fortunk, 
solefy, to those circumstances which 

have, 
lepressed and degraded their 

cuijtry. To 'the society of Unrited 
li4ishmen (whose history may be 
comprised in the Latin proverb, 

corruptlu optimi, fi~ pessitnum,") 
there are not a few in this country 
who*v 

owe,411 their personal distinc- 
tiOfl ygr wrofessional elevation o- 
thers, to the Unioin ; and diany po: 
htica8 adventurers are, at present, 
lprculaqhig upon 'the ithprudencies 

or indiscretions of the Catholic 
Board, and watching them until they 

may arrive to that maturity which 
may give sufficient ground " for the 
demand of a triumph" ' When 
ripe, say they, it shall be plucked. 

Such is the fate of a country 
where patriotism is extinguished, 
and where in place of it, the spirit 
of party is like to rage more violent. 
ly than ever, unless the power that 
holds the trident commands the 
furious elements to be at peace. 
" There cannot," says an Iria4 secre. 
tary, (yes, wonder as you will, but 
thus said a Secretary of a L~od- 
Lieutenant in Ireltind) d thete can- 
not a greater juidgment befa'l 

orcowh- try, than such a dteadful spirit of 
division as rends a'governrnent:iVto 
two distinct people ; arnd -alies 
them greater strangers an, nmore a- 
verse to each other, than if they 
were actually two differert natioti. 
The effects of such a disposition:r*r 
pernicious to' the, last degree, mnot 
only with regard to those,' advantages 
which thby 'givethe the 

ommao6n:ee.- my, but to those private 'evils which 
they pr6duce iti the heart of almost 
every particular person. Thi% in- 
fluence is veey fatal-h oth to men's 
morals and their understandings; it4 
sinkrthe virtue of a nation, and not 
only so,:'but it destroys even com- 
mon sense.- When it rages in its 
full violence, this futiots party 
spirit exerts- itself in Ceivil waP aid 
bloodshed, 4Ad iri the instigatidr'to 
'such fearful' reiurlts, 'for intrented 
purposes. en en n when it isa'uihdr 
its greatest trestraint, 'it nrnotwih- 
standing, breaks out, :nat traly,i in 
faliehood; detraction,; ealuimfvtuind 
a 'partial 'iadndini4tration of jusaiet. 
In a word, it tisk a nation with 
spleet'avid- rantokr, an O exsKn. 
guishes ail the se eds ot g'4OdIas, 
comp-assion and-hoimanity." 

Let then the le-gislatorse '-f4th 
British Ewnpire, pity, and ef~~tt. 
ly relieve thih lojng disiress of;_If.- 

BELFAST: IlAG, NO. 1XVI;II ic k 
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land. After the deliverance-of Eu- 
rope having been accomplished, by 
the establishment of sucha balance 
of power, as will ensure peace 
abroad; let the legislature, in the 
responsibility which the Union has 
thrown wholly upon it, maintain a 
balance of justice between the par- 
ties or factions of Ireland, if it be 
now impracticable to substitute a 
love of country for party. Let it 
put down with an impartial and 
powerful hand, every organised as- 
sociation that usurps the functions of 
the government, gains a sort of live- 
lihood by intestie broils, speculates 
upon the means of continuing them, 
and circulates through the country, 
from station to station, by grand 
jary telegraphs,* its alarms upon the 
approaching emancipation of mil- 
lions of their countrymen. The e. 
anancipation or political adoption of 
Ireland,and its radical Union,thereby, 
with the rest of the Empire, is a sub- 
ject perfectly distinct and separable 
(except by those who wisl them 
confounded) from the impruden- 
vies or indiscretions of the Catholic 
Board. 

We still entertain strong hopes, 
that legislature, instructed by the 
past, provident of the future, unaf- 
fected by the tears and jealousies of 
party, will take the only sure me- 
thod of healing the distractions of 
this country, "not by a decision 
that will more embroil the fray" 
not by training up the petitioners, 
tor years past, into a sanguine ex- 
pectation which is to meet with 
final disappointment ; but, by the 

single measure, of admitting ten or 
a dozen of Catholics, into an assem- 
bly meant to represent the whole 
Empire. We yet hope that this as. 
sembly, after centuries of discord, 
confusion, and misgovernment, will 
introduce a new era in Ireland; will 
see the political expediency of era. 
dicating completely and casting into 
the fire, all principles and all prac- 
tices of conquest in the conduct of 
its civil polity, and of securing civil 
and religious rights by the only 
effectual guarantee, eligibility into 
political pouer, such as will humble 
proud and selfish ascendancies to the 
level of the constitution, and will in- 
stantly, as by divine command, call 
forth the warm soul, and best re- 
sources of an island, inestimable to 
those who know its worth, and the 
means of extracting it. 

Battles have been fought' with 
various success, at Laon, at Rheims, 
and Soissons. The Silesian army 
under Blucher, has borne the brunt 
of the campaign, and the Austrian 
army seems to wait for events rather 
than to exert itself in an active ad. 
vance to Paris. Many strong places 
are held by the French, with a com- 
mand of the country in the rear 
of the combined forces, and should 
any great reverse happen, they would find it very difficult to Tffec- 
tuate a safe retreat. But the suc- 
cessful advance of Marshal Wel- 
lington into Gascony, will distract 
the attention of Bonaparte, and ac- 
celerate the success of the invading 
powers, unless a bar be thrown 
down in preliminaries of peace. 

A brilliant, or in other terms, a 
bloody action was fought at Orthes 
on the 27th ult. in which, after the 
British army had passed the Adour 
(leaving Bayonne, St. Jean pied de 
Port, and Navarrers invested) the 
enemy was driven from all his po- 
sitions, and obliged to leave open 
the direct road towards Bourdeaax. 

* About twenty years ago, the grand 
juries pledged "their lives and fortunes" a- 
gainst any farther repeal of the Catholic 
penal code. The very next session of Par- 
liament, the worst part of that code was 
repealed. The grand juries thought it bet- 
ter then to keep their lives and fortunes. 
.tw, they more prudently proffer only 
their opinions. 
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That city has been already occupied 
by a detachment of the army, Lord 
Wellington having stopped with the 

maif body of his torces, from an ap- 
prehension of Soult manceuvring by 
the 

,%ay 
of Torbes, to get in his 

rear, anid cut off communication 
with the force investing Bayonne, 
&c. The British loss in the en- 
gagement was vtry severe, both in 
officers and men, but that of the 
enemy was still greater, as by the 
report of Lord Wellington " the 
whole country is covered with the 
dead." Great victories are never 
obtained, his lordship well knows, 
but at high prices, and from Cesar to 
the Duke of Marlborough, ano down. 
ward to the present day, he has al- 
ways acquired the reputation of !he 
greatest general who has been tbhe 
most prodigal of human blood. 
" The whole country is covered 
with the dead !" It is surely time 
to accelerate the preliminaries ot 
peace, after twenty years war, to 
give mankind, a new object, and a 
new directioij. Let it be remember- 
ed by government, that a legisla- 
tive union is a fiction and a formality, 
without a NATIONAL UNITY, and that 
foreigti peace itself, will be unsub- 
stantial and unproductive, without 
domestic tranquillity. 

It is said, that the mayor and 
corporation of Bourdeaux came for. 
ward to meet, with open arms, the 
detachment of the British arm> ; 
but we distrust all cockade loyalty, 
and corporation patriotism, whichl 
turns, like the vane, to the blast of 
ruling power, from whatever quarter 
it may blow. 

If the proposed additions to the 
Convention act should have the ef. 
fect of preventing the meetings of 
the Catholic Board, and sikoulJ also 
trench on the exercise of the right 
of petitioning, it is at least incum- 
bent on Parliament to remove the 

grievances which press so heavily 
on a part of the community. The 
same act which forbids the present 
right to meet, ought undoubtedly 
to repress the illegal meetings and 
processions of' Orangemen. A law 
to bear the characteristics of ' ipar- 
tiality, should bear with equal jus- 
tice on one side, as the other. If 
even-handed justice be administered, 
there is little room to doubt, but that 
the State will equally exert the 
po',er to abate the nuisance of the 
Orange system. If the attempt is 
made with hearty good will, the Ca- 
tholics will have less occasion for 
the siiield of'their Board, at once 
to protect them from outrages, and 
to repreess any attempts of il- 
.legal redress on the part of the unin- 
structed portion of their community. 

* For the present month, the service of 
chastising Crito, and his band, is left to 
our correspondents. The writer of the 
remarks in the Retrospect, which declared 
a decided hostility to the aggressions of 
Orangemen, and in a bold tone reproved 
the almost total apathy and want of spirit 
in the town of Belfast, glories in his con, 
duct. The inhabitants of this town, who 
wished to receive the praise of patriotism 
without deserving it, have felt the 6ffects 
arising from wounded vanity, and the dis- 
closure of their defects; while Crito, head- 
ing the carrion-crowt who live on the cor. 
ruption of the state, are furious at the at. 
tempt to drive them off from their plan. 
der. So true is the remark of the present 
Lord Erskine, when an advocate at the bar, 
" Leave but the pracftical corruptions, and 
they are contented to wink at the qKecula- 
tions of theorists, and the compliments of 
public-spirited civility; but the minvmelt 
the national attention was awakened te 

Iwk to things in practice and to seek to reform ca, 'op- 
tions at home, from that moment, as at to:E 
ringing of a bell, the whole hive began to 
swarm, and every man in his turn has been 
stung." 

It has been already mentioned, that the 
Retrospect is the product of two pens. 
The writer of the parts alluded to in this 
note, is not ashamed of what he has doses 
Paither does he wish to involve anLther is 
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The feuds of Thrashers and Ribbon- 
men might soon be expected to 
cease, if the irritations of Orange- 
men were effectuaily prevented.* 

The grand juries of Cavan, Ar- 
magh, Tyrone, and Antrim, the 
two former, with some honour- 
able exceptions, have sounded the 
tocsin against the Catholic Board. 
Thley are silent on the no less illegal 
meetings of Orangemen. Nay, some 
of these grana jurors are leaders of 
this faction. There is no impartiali- 
ty in such proceedings. In the last 
County the only dissentient was a 
Catholic, himself a member of the 
Board. In the County of Armagh, 
George Ensor alone resisted. We 
redord it to his honour. 

The Catholics have, to their credit, 
refused to rescind their vote of cen: 
sure on Dr. Dromgole. In this re. 
spect they acted rightly. The illi- 
berality oftheir opponents ought not 
to irfluence them to encourage an 
illiberal spirit in their own body.. 
Dr. Dromgole has been intolerant, 
and is deservedly censured." The 
right of every man to think and 
judge for himself, is the strong baSis 
of religious liberty, and is the firm-. 
est support ofithe cause of Catholic 
emiancipation. "'if 

this principle is 

weakened, their most powerful ar- 
gument is lost. To think, and let 
others think, is a maxim from awhich 
their cause wil) be most effectually 
aided. It is admnitted, that in attacks 
on the Catholics,. many Protestants 
have manifested great illiberality; 
but Catholics will injure their cause 
if they suffer themselves to retort on 
their adversaries in the same spirit. 
Engaged in the pursuit of equality 
df political privilege, let them prrove 
themselves worthy of it, by repress- 
ing all tendency towards an exclu- 
sive-spirit. 

The resolutions of the Catholic 
Board regarding the conduct of Ma- 
jor Bryan at the trihaof John Magee, 
is placed arrmong the Documents: 
That Major Bryan should desert the 
proper duty of a chairman of a pub. 
lic meeting, is cause of regret. The 
line of hodour for a chairmgn, is to 
avow his act and deed-; for if he had 
disapproved of the iresolutions of the 
meeting of the Catholics of the 
Coonty of KilkennyV, held at the 
RB!ack Abbey, he ought, in a manly 
mahier, to have avowved his dissent : 
b,t his signature having been once 
affixed, ll1 the attendant conse- 
quences ounht to be fairly met. But 
there is a tniditdy sometine's infused 
by an attention to the niceties of le- 
gal advice, which is destructive of 
energy of character, and that intre- 
pidlity of mind, iVhich may be de- 
signated bv the name of civil cou- 

rage. 
. The doctrine of la w, that 

truth is a libel, is so absurd and a- 
no'nalous, that sometimes, to avoid 
the. consequences of so pernicious a 
principle, men with their mihnds 
turned to legal defiriitions, are apt to 
counsel to get rid of the difficulty by 
substituting an evasive manner, 
which thli'ows the burden of direct 
proof on the opposte party, and en- 
ables to withdraw from the effects 
by a species of legal fencing. Such 
was probably the case with Major 

a responsibility which, may not be pleas- 
hir' Engaged in the honourable Warfare, 
aid in what 'he considers the glorious de. 
fence -of virtue anrd expiring patriotism, he 
is desirous to carry it on at his own 
chartes, and to undertake the sole rtspon": 
4bility'of such parts of the Retrospeet, 
as shall hereafter be marked' with the let- 
ter K. 

Judge Day, in his charge to the grand 
jury of Westmeath, appears to be alarmed, 
lestithe present local disturbances ate the 
forerunners of a business like to 1798. He 
may rest assuredcthere exists no organized 

sitiete 
of insurrection similar to ilrat plan- 

inep*by the Irish Union. The Catholic 
Bo*id do not foment these disturbances. 
fit? present outrages arise from ignorance 
hrooding over ill understood grievancesr 
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Bryan. The only way to retrieve 
an error, is an open disavowal and 
an abandonment of the adopted line 
of procedure. Such conduct often 
more than redeems the original of- 

fqence. 
In his case the good effects 

of a tribunal of public opinion, at 
which all of every rank and station 
may be properly impleaded, is appa. 
rent. The Major has by the public 
voice been found guilty of a momen. 
tary dereliction. It rests on him,. 
self, by making the honourable and 
satisfactory amends of acknowledg- 
jiag error, to be restored again to 
public favour. 

It is honourable in the Catholic 
Board to resolve to indemnify John 
Magee for the fines imposed, and 
the expenses he has incurred by the 
prosecutions against him. 

The age of enthusiasm is gone! 
Enthusiasm is a quality infinitely 
more valuable than the factitious and 
deimsive spirit of chivalry, at whose 
funeral the apostate Burke, in.the, 
dotage of mental decay, and with 
the infuriate purchased ravings of a 
distempiered imagination, acted as 
chief .mourner. Enthusiasm is now 
out of fashion, though it is of a truly 
ennlobling quality. It is 

The guard and guerdon of all noble 
deeds, 

and is truly " the unbought,"and in 

onee sense, as disdaining to receive 
the wages of torruption, the "cheap 
defence of nations." But it requires 
a large stock of virtue to support it, 
and virtue cannot be purchased or 
acquired at a low price. Enthusiasm 
is out of :ashion. A cold calkulat- 
ing policy has usurped its place, and 
a sordid; selfish principle, generally 
prevails over the finer and mnore ge- 
nerous feelings, Indeed so general- 
ly are any approaches to enthusiasm 
or warm feelings discountenanced 
and re ressed; tr those who give 
the tone to public opinion, that men 

are often ashamed to let any public 
spirit appear, and they even affect an 
indifference, which they do not fully 
possess, lest they should dare to dit- 
fer from the low standard, which has 
been set up, and is become the fa- 
shion of the day. Hence patriotism 
in its enlarged sense, the love and 
the energy of virtue, have declined, 
are declining, and are likely, if the 
present retrograde course is pursued, 
to become totally extinct, and these 
islands to be the land of " minions 
and their slaves," notwithstanding 
the empty and declamatory boasts 
so frequently repeated without feel- 
ing, or any just discrimination, of 
our possessing the freest constitution 
in the world. Many occurring 
events prove this boast to be unfound- 
ed, and that liberty, instead of in, 
creasing, is mournfully declining, 
as may be perceived as well from an 
inspection of the statute-book, in 
which will be found laws trenching 
on liberty, as also from the widely- 
diffused worse than indifference of 
the people. Yet this is the state re. 
commended by the Quietists, who 
would fain r.educe the co6ntry, by 
unceasing and unrmeaning panegyric, 
to a dull unvaried monotony of pub. 
lic opinion, without any breeze of 
wind to agitate the stagnant atmos- 
phere. 
"f They make a solitude, and call it peace." 
Forbid it virtue, and the remeim- 
brance of better times! Let the few 
stand their ground unawed, and not 
suffer themselves to be put out of 
countenance. Reform* must in time 

* Among the Documents will be 
found the 

cornmencement of a series of 
letters from Major Cartwright, on the sub- 
ject of Parliamentary reform. In the pre- 
sent state of the public mind, it is impos- 
sible to raise a virtuous flame. At least 
let us fr~tmime tq., kime add a little fresh 
fuel to the almost expiring qembrs. A 
spark may yet be kindled, and raise the 
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take place, unless despotism spteads 
its inu cace over the land. The 
Mtate of the national finances, and 
the weight of taxes, will force it on 
consideration. A people to be free 
have only powerfully and persever- 
ingly to will it. 

Whether in a national or munici- 
pal capacity, whether the go- 
vernment of a nation- or a town is 
concerned, the people must be vir. 
tutew to insure a good government. 
For this reason it is incumbent on 
faithful monitors to wara the peo- 
ple to be virtuous, to be firm, to 
b1i ready to act on the defensive, if 
they wish to secure their rights. 
A bad governmlent may, by 

reac, tion, increase the vice and misery of 
a country; but the people must be. 
sunk in sloth, and in a great de- 

ree be themselvy:s in blame for what 
bfals them, if they long permit 
tyranny to be exercised over them. 
Pescending from the affairs of the 
state, to the concerns of a town, it 
bas been the aim of some strictates 
which have from time to time ap- 
peared in. 

this Magazine, to rouse the 
pet6pe of Belfast to a sense of their 
present state. Belfast has long had 
a character for patriotism, and per- 
haps many of the inhabitants per- 
soade themselves they, possess a large 
share of it. But patriotism of the 
true kind consists in deeds, sad not 
It words, and it is in reality good 
for nothing, if it will not beat to be 
tried by -the test ot actions. The 
public spirit of the town is praised, 
and it is almost treason against its 
majesty todoubt it Like the British 
constitution, it is the theme of pane- 
gyric. :Both are indiscrinisatiely 
praised, pad on a calm examination, 
seither is found deserving of praise 

to the, extent claimed.'. The caht 

phrases of "the freest constitution 
in the world," and " a public-spi- 
rited town," are often used, but with- 
out well-defined meaning. The task 
is unpleasant to point out defects, 
and to remove the veil with which 
they are covered; but it is the duty 
of a real friend to his country, and 
is no unkind act towards the indivi- 
duals reproved.t 

Belfast would not have received 
the repeated insults which have been 
lately given to it, if it were not'for 
a calculation on its present passive 
state, unwilling, either through tim- 
idity, or a miscalled civility, to claim 
and defend their own rights, or 
those of their fello town iment 

The remarks of Shakespear may 
be applied ou the present occasion. 

......," I know, he would not be a wolf, 
Bus that he sees the Romans are but sheep; 
He were no lion, were not Romans hiads. 
Those$ that with haste Will make a mighty 

fire, 
Begin it with weak Atraws. What trash 

is Rome, 
What rubbish, and what offal I when it 

serves, 
For the base mattqr to illuminate 
so 

vale. 
a thing as Casar." 

Among the many occurrences 
which discover the tendency of the 
times to tncroa'ch on liberty, may be 
noticed, the recent translation of Sir 

t unignied~ mass o la te are and 

* Maria Edgeworth,in" atronage," has 
wel described the proper mode of pub* 
lishing truth. " The delicate, guarded, 
qualifying, trimming, mincing, pouncet- 
box, gentleman-usher mode of speaking 
trath, makesso sort of impression. Truth 

should.,ways he .trong, speaking or act- 
ag." 

t It is asserted that on many occa- 
siotns, previosly to investigating intocom- 
plaints by a migistrate, the question is 
asked, "Of what religion are you ?" If 

pohlic spirit was in full activity and'en- 
qrgy, suah aboses would be brought under 
the ;ogni ance of the court of King's Bench, 
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Vicary Gibbs, as a judge in England, 
On the Prince Regent coming into 
unlimited power, fearing a change 
of ministry, Sir Vicary relinquished 
the office of Attorney-General, for 
apuisne judge's place. iHe after- 
wards passed to the office of Chief 
Baron of the Exchequer, and has 
again taken another remove to the 
chief seat in the Common Pleas. 
The boasted independence of judges 
is but a name, if translation holds 
out the lure of expectancy on the 
legal, as on the episcopal bench. 
The leaning to the side of power is 
already too great, Instead of in- 
creasing, measures ought to be taken 
to lessen the prepollency of motives 
inclining to look for patrouage to the 
executive gover jmaent, The enlightened Sir William 
Jones, the late judge in Intdia, in one 
of his letters to Sir James Macpher- 
son, in relation to some pronlotion 
which appears to have been offhred 
to him, expresses hitAmelf thus: " If 
he whole legislature of Britain were 
o offer me a different station fromn 

that which I now fill, I should grate.s 
fully and respectfully decline it. 
The character of an ambitious judge 
is, in my opinion, very dangerous to 
public justice; and' if I were a 
sole legislature, it should be enacted 
that every JSDtE, as well as Btsuo'P, 
should remain for life in the place 
which he 

flrst accepted." 
Sir William Garrow now holdqs the 

two apparently incompatible offices 
ofAttorney-General of England, andr 
Chief Justice of Cheshire. 

The revolution in Holland has 
not gratified the sanguine expecta- 
tions at first excited. The "QOrange 
Boven," of a few merchants in Amn- 
sterdam has not been answered hby 
the general voice. The businiess be- 
gan at the wrong end. The exea. 
tation of the sovereign Prince " to a 
hig her, dignity," ptucedevd 1 ;th dti 

liverance of the people." An in. 
crease to his own honours, and not 
to the people's happiness, appeared to be the object; quite conisistently 
with the doctrine of the people be- 
ing nwade for the prince, and not 
the prince for the people, Princeg 
do not readily give up their infata. 
ations. The Dutch were forgot. ten iln the haste to advance the Stadt. 
holder and his son to higher dig. 
nity, to please our Prince Regent, that he might have a son-in-law with 
a higher title. The people, in their 
turn, take little interest in, the for. 
tunes of their master and. his new 
title. The new constitution offered 
to Hlolland is a complete mockery 
of freedom. A constitution should 
emanate f:rom the people, and not 
from the rulers, especially when the 
first act of this prince is to assume a. 
dignity not recognized by the an. 
clent state of things, bad as they were, illn Holland. 

Norway demands the commisera. 
tiol) of all. true frieods to man, 
The King of' Denmark in his mani- 
festo an nouncing his forced acquies- 
cence in the separation of the an.. 
cient connection of Norway, states 
in affecting :language, the cawses 
which led to this measure of hard 
necessity. Ambng other causes, he 
enumerates the seizure of the Dan-t 
ish fleet by Britain, an evepat ever 
to be held in disgraceful rememn. brance, which served to increase the 
famine in Norway, by preventing the sulpplies being sent from IDen. 
mnark, The Norwegiatns are said-to 
be a sinple people, who have learned 
...... "the virtue, and thelarrt, 
To live on little, with a chee-ful hearst" 
They are unspoiled by luxury, aad 
consequently deserving to be f'fe, 
The hypocritical ,pretence of the 
present being a 

s:trtuggle 
for '#dle. 

jiveraonCa for mikinad," 's the vemal 



258 Monthly Retrospect of Politics. [Maroh. 
Southey sings,, is clearly apparent, 
from the circumstance that not a 
voice is raised among the allies, or 
the war-loving faction at home, a- 

gainst the most iniquitous scheme of 
annexing Norway to Sweden, or in 
favour of, the integrity of the Poles 
as a nation, although the aobbery of 

Norway, and the partition of Po- 
land, are measures of as flagrant in- 

justice as any which have marked 
the progress of France 

The war faction, composed of 
those who boast of their exclusive 
loyalty, a selfish loyalty,. felt only 
for the emoluments arising from the 

places and pensions enjyed by 
them and their connexions, has al- 

ready produced incalculable calami- 
ties, and is likely to produce still 
more. From this party, which as- 
sumes many appearances, but is one 

i,a -principle, in Ireland Orange and 
Anti-Catholic, in England for High- 
Church, and inimical to Dis enters, 
in both intoleran't, active, and cla- 
morous, emanated the war-whoop. 
If they are not gratified to the full 
extent of their wishes against peace, 
they will endeavour, by carping at 
the terms, to render peace as un- 

popular, 
as they can ; and if they 

are unable to do all the mischief 
they wish, at least they hope to raise 
dscontents at peace, and promote 
the. bad passions of the people, by 
encouraging war propensities in a 
time of nominal peace. 

The efforts of this party, so tyran- 
zical, and so opposed to liberty at, 

Mrofme and abroad, cause many peo. 
ple to fear that if this faction suc- 
ceeded in their mad and immoral 
crusade against the Frenoh people, 
and Bonaparte, the liberty of this 
country would be still more endan- 
gered by the intoxication occasioned 

by their success. Thus they perni- 
ciously divide the country, and en- 
courage some to cling to Bonaparte, 

as the last refuge of almost expiring 
liberty. This is one bad effect of 
their hostility to the cause of liberty. 
Yet Bonaparte is not the friend of 
liberty. He is, however, infinite- 
ly preferable to the Bourbons; of 
whose restoration little probability 
appears from recent events in the 
north of France; A few persons 
wearing the white cockade, and de- 
claring for the Bourbons, when Sir 
William Beresford took possession 
of Bourdeaux, is no proof of a ge- 
neral attachment to that cause. The 
public sentiment appears to run in 
a contrary direction. Some are al. 
ways ready to bow to. a temporary 
conqueror, and are next day ready 
to turn round to the new ruler of the 
day, with equal facility. 

The French will have decided 
wisely, if they reject the Bourbons; 
but it is well they had the opportun- 
ity of making the choice. For how 
much more tolerable is even the am- 
bitious rule of Bonaparte, than the 
oppressive corruption and grinding 
despotism of the old dynasty ? The 
French now are taught by sorrowful 
experience to have a feeling and a 
taste of what, under their conquer- 
ing leader, they inflicted on other 
countries ; and have a sample 
of the practical horrors of war, 
Our people at home have unhappily 
the same propensity of loving war 
at a distance. They rejoice in hear- 
ing the tales of slaughter, and are 
even pleased to be duped by exag- 
gerated and false accounts. The 
editors of most of the newspapers, 
and the issuers of bulletins placard- 
ed on the windows of post-offices, 
cherish this delusion. The people, 
undeceived to-day, by finding many 
of the reports false, are neverthe- 
less ready to return again to-morrow, 
to yield equal confidence to similar 
unauthenticated 

rumours.r Dupes to 
their passions, they gain no expe- 
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rience from former errors, but run on 
in the same round of credulity. 

In a dispassionate moral review, 
the allies are not more clear than 
the French. They have by their 
subsequent conduct falsified their 
pacific declaration at Frankfort, and 
shown they were actuated by a like 
spirit of ambition, which led Bona- 
parte last year madly to undertake 
the invasion of Russia. It would how. 
ever be unjust not to expose the infu. 
riate cry in favour of destroying Paris 
in revenge for the burning of Moscow. 
Nothing can be more iLnmoral and 
flagitious than this cry. Moscow 
appears to have been burned by the 
Russians themselves, who made it a 
sacrifice, to distress the enemy : and 
shall Paris, one of the important 
centres of civilization, be reduced to 
ashes to gratify the vengeance of the 
barbarous Cossacs, or the scarcely 
less barbarous war-faction at home ? 

After the destruction of Paris, is 
civilization in this new era to be 
taught by the modern conquering 
Alexander, and his hordes of semi- 

barbarous Russians, and is the Bas- 
tile, as the first work of the Bour- 
bons, to be rebuilt to complete the 
downfal of liberty, and the restora- 
tion of despotism, to involve in one 
promiscuous. ruin the South of Eu- 
rope, and our own isles ? Such ap- 
pears to be the tendency of the pre- 
sent frantic cry of the war-fac- 
tion. It is essentially hostile 
to every principle of freedom ! 
The deliveratice of Europe is on 
their lips, but a deep-rooted aver- 
sion to every thing deserving the 
name of liberty is in their hearts ! 

Nothing new remains to be notic- 
ed respecting the war with the 
United States. It may, however, be 
worthy of remark, that the Ame- 
rican government in the negoti- 
ation with Russia, declared they 
were not influenced by the Frernc 
in their declaration against Britain. 
Thus one of the clamours raised to 
make the war popular with us, is 
left without foundation, and the 
story of French interests influencing 
American councils is refuted. K. 

AGRICULTURAL REPORT. 

From the 20th February, to the 20th March, 18 14. 

Notwithstanding the interruption given to the tillage by the late storm, the business 
has in general been got through better than was expected, and as the land turns up in 
fine order, there is reason to hope the crops this season will be got into the ground in 
good time, and afford an abundant produce. 

In rrany parts of the country the oat crops that were sown before winter, have suf- 
fered considerably by the frost, and unless they recover much beyond their present 
appearance, will discourage the farmer from continuing the practice. 

The wheat crops have been much checked in their growth by the severity of the 
weather, but are now beginning to put on a more healthy appearance. The sowing of 
oats has commenced in most of the early and dry soils, and will probably be general 
about the end of the month, if the weather continues fine as it is at present. The pota- 
to oats being an early kind, do very well to put into the ground in the first or second 
weeks of next month; but that species of grain seems to be so much adulterated by a 
mixture of other kinds, that very few farmers have their seed sufficiently pure, al- 
though they might easily remedy that defect by taking pains to select a small quantity 
every year, and sowing it separate from t e mixed part of their crop. This method 
has been used by the Writer of this Reptirt for several years with complete success. 

BELFAST lAG.. NO. tLXVJl. L 1 
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